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Music 

 

 

 

Subject Leader Guidance for Teachers 

Music plays an important part at Whitmore Primary school; it is a subject that helps to develop 

creativity, imagination, good listening skills and collaboration whilst also giving our children the 

opportunity and ability to express themselves artistically and personally. 

 

 

Our music curriculum is based on the Charanga Musical School scheme of work and also the Musical 

Futures: Just Play approach.  

 

Through Charanga the interrelated dimensions of music are explored through; listening and 

appraising, games, singing, playing instruments, improvising, composing and performing. Every year 

groups’ musical learning is supported through the use of glockenspiels. 

 

Just Play is a very practical approach which is underpinned by 5 Key Principles: 

Explain later 

We get better as we play 

Learn by listening 

Sound before symbol 

Show don’t tell 

 

Children play ‘as a band’ and experience a range of instruments like the keyboard, acoustic guitar, 

electric bass and electric drum kit. 

 

Both approaches facilitate and encourage an exploration of music by both the teacher and child. 
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Assessment and Recording Requirements: 

 

• One video clip a week. 

Teachers are to film the performance piece of each lesson (the last part) and save, dated and 

titled, in the relevant folder. Each video needs to include footage of each child and should be 

around 5 minutes long. 

 

 

• Teachers to complete pupil assessment sheets termly. 

Teachers will need to complete a spreadsheet each term (to be completed throughout the 

term when fundamentals are met) outlining whether each child is emerging, secure or 

exceeding in each music fundamental (this will be evidenced by weekly video recordings). 

Teachers are to add dates and comments where relevant, so evidence of this fundamental 

being met can be referenced easily. 

 

 

• Children will complete a termly self-assessment sheet. 

At the beginning and end of each term each child will complete the same self-assessment 

sheet outlining how confident they feel in each fundamental. Children will use the traffic light 

colours to show how they feel. Children will set themselves a target at the beginning of each 

term and review whether they have met it at the end of the term. 

 

All video/audio evidence is to be saved in the relevant class folder on the t:drive. 

All assessment sheets, worksheets, drawing and compositions completed by 

children are to be stored in music portfolios. 

 

Children will consistently self-assess their work with support from the teacher. Assessments 

will be guided by the use of statements such as the following. 

 

KS1 I can statements 

Curriculum Focus Learning Objectives 
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I can listen with concentration and understanding to a range of music. 

I can speak chants and rhymes. 

I can sing songs showing an ability to use pitch and tempo. 

I can use untuned instruments to show basic rhythms. 

I can use tuned instruments to play a simple melody. 

I can play on my own. 

I can play as part of a group. 

I can use instruments to compose simple pieces of music. 

I can experiment with and use the inter-related dimensions of music.  

 

KS2 I can statements 

Curriculum Focus Learning Objectives 

I can listen to, appreciate and discuss music from different eras, traditions, great composers 

and musicians using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

I can recall sounds with increasing aural memory. 

I can use my voice with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression. 

I can play musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression. 

I can play in solo contexts. 

I can play in ensemble contexts. 

I can improvise music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

I can compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

I can begin to use and understand staff and other musical notations. 
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